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The Democratic Budget ANS represents a 

much better way forward to the economic 
prosperity and security that Americans want 
and demand because it: 

1. Creates good-paying jobs by investing in 
cutting-edge research and innovation, edu-
cation, and infrastructure—highways, 
broadband, school construction, and more. 

2. Increases educational opportunities by 
enhancing the Pell Grant program and funds 
career, technical, and adult education, and 
supports initiatives to help borrowers manage 
their student debt. 

3. Supports American workers and families 
through responsible tax reform that creates 
jobs, boosts economic growth, and ensures 
that the wealthy and big corporations pay their 
fair share. 

4. Promotes economic growth, expanded 
opportunity, and better quality of life by sup-
porting a raise in the minimum wage, equal 
pay for equal work, immigration reform, con-
sumer safeguards, childcare, job training, and 
paid leave. 

5. Protects a basic standard of living by 
funding for programs that ensure families can 
access nutrition assistance, find and afford 
quality housing in their neighborhood, heat 
and cool their homes when extreme tempera-
tures hit, and supports strengthening and ex-
panding the Earned Income Tax Credit and in-
creased resources for Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families. 

6. Defends and strengthens the Affordable 
Care Act and protects Medicare by rejecting 
both Trumpcare and any plan to turn Medicare 
into a voucher-like system that would increase 
costs for seniors. 

7. Rejects the Republican budget’s 19 per-
cent cut to diplomacy and foreign aid oper-
ations and invests instead in all aspects of na-
tional security, including our military and diplo-
matic corps, foreign aid, homeland security, 
veterans, and law enforcement. 

The Democratic Budget ANS works FOR 
American families by giving them the tools to 
buy a home, send their kids to college and 
enjoy a secure retirement. 

Mr. Chair, the Democratic Budget rep-
resents a better way. 

We Democrats understand that we are all in 
this together and that our current economic 
situation calls for a balanced approach be-
tween increased revenues and responsible re-
duction in expenditures. 

Our plan will protect and strengthen our re-
covering economy, reduce the deficit in a re-
sponsible way, while continuing to invest in 
the things that make our country strong like 
education, health care, innovation, and clean 
energy. 

Mr. Chair, this Republican budget is bad for 
America but it is disastrous for the people 
from my home state of Texas who sent me 
here to advocate for their interests. 

Let me highlight a few examples. 
1. If the Republican budget resolution were 

to become the basis of federal fiscal policy, 
3,435,336 Texas seniors would be forced out 
of traditional Medicare and into a voucher pro-
gram. 

2. Under the Republican plan to end Medi-
care as we know it, Texas seniors will receive 
a voucher instead of guaranteed benefits 
under traditional Medicare. 

3. For the 3,435,336 Texans aged 45–54, 
the value of their vouchers would be capped 
at growth levels that are lower than the pro-
jected increases in health care costs. 

4. Previous analyses showed that this type 
of plan would cut future spending by $5,900 
per senior, forcing them to spend more out of 
pocket and diminishing their access to quality 
care. 

5. Additionally, private insurance plans will 
aggressively pursue the healthiest, least ex-
pensive enrollees, thereby allowing Medi-
care—currently the lifeline for 3,187,332 Texas 
seniors—to wither on the vine. 

6. If the Republican budget resolution is 
adopted by Congress, 206,304 Texas seniors 
would pay more for prescription drugs next 
year. 

7. The Republican plan would re-open the 
donut hole, forcing seniors to pay the full cost 
of their prescription drugs if their yearly drug 
expenses are more than $2,970 for the year. 

8. Seniors reaching the prescription drug 
donut hole would pay an average of $828 
more in prescription drug costs in 2018 and 
approximately $13,000 more from now through 
2027. 

9. Under the Republican budget, the 
2,445,462 Texas seniors who utilized free pre-
ventive services currently covered by Medi-
care in 2017 will face increased costs in the 
form of higher deductibles, co-insurance, and 
copayments for certain services, including 
even cancer screenings and annual wellness 
visits. 

10. The Republican budget would slash $33 
billion in nursing home care and other health 
care services for 754,500 Texas seniors and 
disabled persons who currently rely on Med-
icaid for their long-term care needs. 

11. The draconian cuts included in the Re-
publican budget would have a devastating im-
pact on the 1,191 certified nursing homes in 
Texas that serve nearly 100,000 seniors, with 
more than half relying on Medicaid as their pri-
mary payer. As a result, nursing homes would 
be forced to slash services, turn away seniors, 
or close their doors. 

Mr. Chair, the Republican budget may be 
characterized in many ways—cruel, irrespon-
sible, short-sighted, reckless—but ‘‘fair and 
balanced’’ is not one of them. 

In contrast, the alternative budget proposed 
by the Democratic Caucus is worthy of sup-
port because it fairly balances the need for in-
creased revenues and responsible reductions 
in expenditures with the imperative of making 
the necessary investments in human capital 
required to move our country forward. 

The Democratic Budget ANS will generate 
at least a million more jobs this year com-
pared to the Republicans’ austerity first plan 
by making the investments needed to create 
jobs, strengthen the middle class, create 
greater upward mobility, and ensure oppor-
tunity for our children and future generations. 

Mr. Chair, Democratic alternative budget 
maintains our commitment to Medicare, Med-
icaid, and Social Security; expands the EITC 
for childless workers; and provides ample 
funding for early childhood education. 

Especially important to my constituents, and 
those of my colleagues representing Lou-
isiana, Texas, Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
and Puerto Rico, is that the Democratic Budg-
et ANS includes the funds approved by Con-
gress as a down payment for assistance in re-
sponse to Hurricane Harvey and supports fur-
ther emergency funding related to Hurricanes 
Harvey, Irma, and Maria, along with other nat-
ural disasters. 

It is said often, Mr. Chair, but is no less 
true, that the federal budget is more than a fi-

nancial document; it is an expression of the 
nation’s most cherished values. 

As the late and great former senator and 
Vice-President Hubert Humphrey said: 

‘‘The moral test of government is how that 
government treats those who are in the dawn 
of life, the children; those who are in the twi-
light of life, the elderly; and those who are in 
shadows of life, the sick, the needy, and the 
handicapped.’’ 

It is for this reason that in evaluating the 
merits of a budget resolution, it is not enough 
to subject it only to the test of fiscal responsi-
bility. 

To keep faith with the nation’s past, to be 
fair to the nation’s present, and to safeguard 
the nation’s future, the budget must also pass 
a moral test. 

Unlike the Republican budget, the Demo-
cratic Budget ANS passes both of these tests 
with flying colors. 

The Republican budget calls to mind what 
Talleyrand said of the restored Bourbon dy-
nasty after the abdication of Napoleon: 

‘‘They had learned nothing and forgotten 
nothing.’’ 

Like the discredited Ryan Budgets of years 
past, this repackaged and warmed over 
TrumpRepublican Budget seems to know the 
cost of everything but the value of nothing. 

For these compelling reasons, I stand in 
strong opposition to the Republican budget 
and urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting a much better deal for the American 
people, the Democratic Budget ANS. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CYBER 
BREACH NOTIFICATION ACT 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 5, 2017 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, the data breach 
at Equifax, one of three major American cred-
it-reporting companies in the United States, 
exposed the personal and financial information 
of up to 143 million Americans. The data 
breach gave hackers access to Americans’ 
highly sensitive personal and financial informa-
tion, including Social Security numbers, birth 
dates, home addresses, driver’s license num-
bers, credit card numbers, and credit dispute 
claims. 

The data breach occurred in May 2017, 
and, the agency became aware of the breach 
on July 29, 2017, but did not report it to the 
public until 40 days later. The delay in dis-
closing the breach is concerning because al-
most half of all Americans’ sensitive informa-
tion could be in the hands of cyber criminals, 
who are willing and ready to use that informa-
tion for identity fraud and other crimes. 

Cyber breaches like this one present a risk 
to privacy and individuals’ personal financial 
welfare. In 2002, I helped pass California’s 
data breach law requiring businesses and gov-
ernment agencies to notify residents of data 
breaches. This notification law was instru-
mental in ensuring the public was informed 
and could mitigate harm. It is imperative that 
breaches are reported in a timely manner for 
individuals to begin taking the appropriate 
steps in protecting their identities and financial 
information. 

That is why, today, I am introducing the 
Cyber Breach Notification Act to establish fed-
eral standards modeled after California’s data 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:04 Oct 06, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A05OC8.021 E05OCPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1337 October 5, 2017 
notification law and HIPAA’s data notification 
provisions, which is currently in place to notify 
individuals of data breaches. This legislation 
will require businesses to notify individuals af-
fected by data breaches ‘‘in the most expe-

dient time possible and without unreasonable 
delay.’’ Additionally, this legislation establishes 
a federal standard for data breach notification 
laws, but does not preempt current state 
breach notification laws or preclude states 

from creating more robust laws. This will en-
sure that millions of Americans are given prop-
er and timely notice after a data breach to 
begin to mitigate harm. 
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